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Sunday, January 12, 2025 
Baptism of Our Lord 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 

 
 
PRELUDE                                    
 
GATHERING           The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light and our salvation. 
C: Amen. 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for 
in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 
delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery 
into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of 
your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your 
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given 
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN          “Song of Thankfulness and Praise”                  ELW 310                                                                         

 
GREETING                                                                                                
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.     
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
Vicar: Let us pray together. 
C: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the 
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of 
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God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   Amen. 
 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
 1 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. 3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I 
give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4 Because you are 
precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations 
in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from 
the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and 
to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the 
end of the earth— 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 
The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Acts 8:14-17 
L: A reading from Acts.  
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 
they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they 
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 21 Now when all 
the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON          “Are You Longing to Hear God’s Voice?”                 Pastor Marcus 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”                 ELW 304 
 
INSTALLATION: Emanuel’s Congregation Council and Day School Board 
 
NICENE CREED                                                                                    
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        
AM: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of 
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baptism. Nurture the baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially 
Young Adults in Global Mission and international congregations. 
                Response to each petition:  AM: God of grace,   
                                                              C: hear our prayer. 
AM: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise 
is revealed among the people. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                        
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                 “Shall We Gather at the River”                       ELW 423 
                   

 Giving information is located on the back of the bulletin. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Vicar: Let us pray.  
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 
seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us 
overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                                                                                                    
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
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will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                      
P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                  “Lamb of God”      
  

 
 
COMMUNION                                     

Communion will take place via continuous line (right side) and continuous kneeling (left side). We 
welcome all baptized persons to the Lord’s Table who believe Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine. Children are welcome to be brought forward to receive a blessing. Participants to the right will be 
offered a wafer and invited to eat with these words, “the body of Christ given for you.” Gluten free 
wafers are available. Next, step to the right, to the silver tray that contains glasses of white grape juice 
at the center and outer empty glasses for wine. Lastly, participants will step to the last assistant who 
will pour the wine and share these words, “the blood of Christ shed for you.” Place your glass in the 
small silver bowl at the end of the first pew as you return to your seat. If you wish to come forward 
and not receive either element, simply cross your arms for a blessing. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS    “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”            ELW 445 
                           “Oh, Love, How Deep”                               ELW 322 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
Vicar: Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and 
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                        
P: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send 
you in love.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN              “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                   ELW 543 
 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                
P: Go in peace. Live in hope.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musician: Edward Workmon, organ 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for today, January 12, 2025: Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Marcus; 
Assisting Ministers: Vicar Rudy, Stephanie Robbins; Communion Assistants: Bill Salt, Bill Elley, Karen 
Weinstein, Rissa Springs, Marsha Schroeder; Reader: Dennis Sagebiel; Ushers: Doug Parker, Debbie 
Parker, Hughlene Micheli, Karen Weinstein; Altar Guild: Sandra Schneider, Nancy Meier;  A/V Tech: 
Stephen Anderson; Council Greeter: Bill Salt; Hospitality: Cathy Anderson, Carol Hamilton, Rachel 
Abrameit; Safety Attendants: Joe Kane, Charles Jobe 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, January 19, 2025: Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Marcus; 
Assisting Ministers: Vicar Rudy, Gerry Harrison; Communion Assistants: Dave English, Cindy Pique, 
Bev Seidenschwarz, Elaine Giesber, Jacqueline Springs; Reader: Elizabeth Jandt; Ushers: Jacqueline 
Springs, Rissa Springs, Ilene Cherry, Darlene Zies; Altar Guild: Cindy Pique, Dave English, Sheila English;  
A/V Tech: Allan Bode; Council Greeter: Bryce Kennedy; Hospitality: Gloria Hanna, Barbara Haas, Doris 
Jefferies Safety Attendants: Allan Bode 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 4 with Holy Communion. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and OneLicense.net License #A-
727673. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS are given in honor of January birthdays by Allan Bode. 
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EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SUNDAY WORSHIP is in-person, online, and aired on KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY STUDIES: 
 THE HERITAGE CLASS (307): 9:15am. Participants explore the deeper meaning found in the Bible 

and seek to unlock its wisdom through fellowship and robust group discussion. The aim is to make 
the Bible relevant and applicable to daily life. 

 JOY CLASS: Bible stories and songs for adults with intellectual disabilities. Class meets the first 
Sunday of each month in the WMR at 9:00am. 

 “Book of Acts: A Thematic Study” ADULT CLASS (Family Life Center): January 12 – February 
16 at 9am. Acts continues the story of God’s redemptive love through the apostles after Jesus’ 
resurrection and ascension.  

 CHILDREN'S CHURCH: During worship Children’s Ministry Coordinator Jordana leads our PK to 5th 
grade learners to the Children’s Church room, just down the hall from the sanctuary, as we begin 
the "Gathering Hymn" and then return as we "Share the Peace."   

 THE COMPASS COOPERATIVE gathers on Sundays with our four church partners- Emanuel’s, St. 
Andrew’s, Spirit of Joy, and Friedens Church - at Spirit of Joy campus. Middle School (6-8 grades) 
from 4-5pm, dinner for everyone at 5pm, and High School (9-12 grades) from 5:30-6:30pm.’ 

 CONFIRMATION CLASSES for our 6th to 8th graders meet this year on the 4th Sunday of every 
month after worship in the Women’s Ministry Room.  

WEEKDAY STUDIES:  
Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm):3rd Tuesdays at 2:00; Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Rm): 2nd 
Thursday at 9:30; Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Rm): 1st Wednesdays at 2:00 NO MEETING IN JANUARY 
 

3C (Community-Connection-Conversation) is a time of gathering on Tuesday Mornings on the lawn, 
from 7:30-8:30am. Bring a chair and join us as we share in fellowship, invite new faces to sit and share 
their stories, and welcome visitors who pass us on the street.  
 

PATHWAYS TO HEALING support group reflects on the journey through grief while learning to navigate 
life with loss. The next meeting is Sunday, January 12 at 2pm in the Family Life Center. Donna Simmons, 
Emanuel’s Bereavement Care Coordinator, donna@elcseguin.org  
 

3rd THURSDAY SENIOR SOCIAL CLUB is a monthly group who likes to chat over a little lunch, coffee, 
and maybe some games at 11:30 a.m.  We are meeting next on Thursday, January 16 in the Women’s 
Ministry Room. Contact Emanuel's Senior Care Coordinator Donna Simmons at donna@elcseguin.org.  
 

YOUNG COUPLE'S NIGHT OUT will take place on Saturday, January 18 at Texas Axe and Ale.  We will 
meet at 6pm, enjoy a few rounds of throwing and fellowship, and then head to dinner.  Please RSVP with 
Pastor Marcus before Wednesday, January 15 so that space can be confirmed. 
 

CAREGIVER CAFÉ is Sunday, January 19 from 2-4pm in the Family Life Center. This monthly group 
offers educational and emotional support for caregivers. Contact donna@elcseguin.org  
 

CONFIRMATION is Sunday, January 26 immediately following worship in the Women's Ministry for all 
6th to 8th grade students. Lunch and snacks are provided. Remember to bring your blue Bible and Small 
Catechism. We welcome guest teacher Paul Sims as we dive into the story of Moses and his conversation 
with God on the mountain. 
 

LUTHERAN FOUNDATION OF THE SOUTHWEST provides regional gift planners for the members and 
congregations in the three ELCA synods in Texas. Our congregation has the advantage of a full-time gift 
planner who can meet with individuals for a custom designed plan. Foundation gift planners can help with 
planning legacy gifts for family and loved ones, the ministries of our church, and other non-profit 
organizations. Following the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, February 2, Emanuel’s will sponsor a 
Legacy Generosity Seminar with information on this topic. This information is valuable for you and your 
family. The concept of legacy generosity is a wonderful way to bless others in future generations. The 
seminar will be held in the fellowship hall and will include lunch. 
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EMANUEL’S CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
and Ministry Team Liaisons 

President, Rissa Springs, Worship Team 
Vice President, Bryce Kennedy, Outreach & Service Team 
Secretary, Paul Sims, Education Team 
Treasurer, Susan Yeatts, Congregational Care Team 

Tonya Darnell, Outreach & Service Team 
Sheila English, Congregational Care Team 
Charles Jobe, Safety Team 
Tim Kent, Congregational Care Team 
Janelle Leon-Weinman, Congregational Care Team 
Bill Salt, Education Team 
Darlene Zies, Congregational Care Team 

 

ALL TEAM MEETING NIGHT 
February 5, 2025 

5:30pm in the Women’s Ministry Room 
All of Emanuel’s Ministry Teams gather on a single evening each month to share a meal, collaborate, plan, and 
schedule upcoming events and ministry projects.  
 
 

EMANUEL’S STAFF 
Senior Pastor, The Rev. Marcus Bigott, 830-377-8643 cell, pastormarcus@elcseguin.org  
Visitation Pastor- San Antonio, The Rev. Darwin Huartson, dhuartson@porterloring.com  
Day School Director, Michelle Martin, mmartin@elcseguin.org 
Bereavement and Senior Care Coordinator, Donna Simmons, donna@elcseguin.org  
Office and Campus Administrator, Sherry Hardwick, sherry@elcseguin.org  
Director of Finance, Jeni Payton, jeni@elcseguin.org 
Principal Organist, Edward Workmon, edward@elcseguin.org  
Director of Choirs, Samuel Bigott, sbigott@ingramisd.net 
Seminarian, Vicar Rudy Salazar, vicarrudy@elcseguin.org  
Compass Cooperative Program Director, Hannah Hansen, hannah@elcseguin.org  
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Jordana Gutierrez, jordana@elcseguin.org  
Children’s Ministry Attendants, Aaliyah Kirton and Charis Wirtley 
 
 
 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, serving 
others, and embracing all.” 
GIVING AT EMANUEL’S: Donations and tithes to the church may be given by envelopes in the pews, mailed to 
the church, online, or scanned with QR Code below.  

 
                      Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 

(830) 379-5046 | info@elcseguin.org 
 Church office is open Monday-Thursday from 8-5 

                                  www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com 

 














